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For ORI to have jurisdiction over referral of allegations of research misconduct to the appropriate
institution, they must meet the above definition and the questioned research must have been
funded by the Public Health Service. Your letter and analysis make broad claims of fraudulent
behavior, but no specific discrepancies between the original epidemiologic studies and the
Surgeon General’s meta-analysis based on these studies have been identified. Furthermore, by
Department policy, ORI does not have the authority to conduct an investigation, and without
allegations with sufficient specificity, and funding jurisdiction, DIO cannot refer your concerns
to an agency or institution to request that the inquiry/investigation be conducted there.

I am sorry ORI is not able to address your concerns.

Sincerely,

Jo E Dahlberg, Ph.D.

Director

Division of Investigative Oversight
Office of Research Integrity



