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RE: 3808

Dear Ms. Ables:

Mr. Pascal, Director of the Office of Research Integrity (ORI), has asked me to respond to your
letter of October 12, 2007 (received October 29) requesting OR! to investigate a report released
by the U.S. Surgeon General on June 27, 2006, entitled "The Health Consequences of
Involuntary Exposure to Tobacco Smoke: A Report of the Surgeon General." The
accompanying analysis attempts to establish a basis for claiming that the report "is based on a
series of epidemiologic studies...whose essential data about individual exposures to
environmental tobacco smoke are intentionally fabricated."

The analysis concentrates on the difficulty of evaluating individual exposure to second-hand
smoke, and concludes that making quantitative findings from the studies and drawing
conclusions from such findings must be intentional misconduct. DIO's review of the concerns
raised in the materials you have provided has failed to Identify specific allegations which meet
the definition ofresearch misconduct at 42 C.F.R. part 93.103:

Research misconduct means fabrication, falsification, or plagiarism in proposing, performing,
or reviewing research, or in reporting research results.
(a) Fabrication is making up data or results and recording or reporting them.
(b) Falsification is manipulating research materials, equipmelll, or processes, or changing or
omitting data or results sllch that the research is not accurately represented in the research
record.
(c) Plagiarism is the appropriation ofanother persoll's ideas, processes, results, or words
without giving appropriate credit.
(d) Research miscondllct does not inclllde honest error or differences ofopinion.
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For OR] to have jurisdiction over referral of allegations of research misconduct to the appropriate
institution, they must meet the above definition and the questioned research must have been
funded by the Public Health Service. Your letter and analysis make broad claims of fraudulent
behavior, but no specific discrepancies between the original epidemiologic studies and the
Surgeon General's meta-analysis based on these studies have been identified. Furthennore, by
Department policy, ORI does not have the authority to conduct an investigation, and without
allegations with sufficient specificity, and funding jurisdiction, 010 cannot refer your concerns
to an agency or institution to request that the inquiry/investigation be conducted there.

I am sony ORJ is not able to address your concerns.

Sincerely,

J3t:hlb~
Director
Division of Investigative Oversight
Office of Research Integrity


